
 
Paul Smithson & Friends 

Let me first state that I absolutely 
love history, especially local 
history.  While primarily a 
literature teacher, I have taught 
U.S. History a Ame or two.  While 
I do believe it is important to 
carefully document and interpret 
history, I also know that 
interpretaAon is fluid: it changes 
with Ame and new evidence.  
When it comes to arAsAc 
expression, in this case song, a 
certain amount of poeAc, arAsAc 
freedom must be allowed.  The 

above image is by good friend 
and peer teacher MaJ Knight.  He is an amazing arAst and designed this for my cd cover.  I am 
forever indebted to him.   

1. “TurpenAne” by Paul Smithson 
 The turpen*ne industry, also known as the naval stores, began in the southern regions   
 during the *me of the original colonies, and arrived in Florida in the late 1800s, early   
 1900s.  Early on, prison labor was employed through the Convict Lease System, the same 
 program that aided the construc*on of the early railroad lines.  Later, however, aEer the   
 Lease program was done away with in the 1920s, the turpen*ne industry offered    
 employment for the working poor.  Some of the largest employers, from the 1930s to   
 the 1950s, were Sidell and Bee Ridge.  Pay was not great, and what was earned was   
 generally spent at the employer’s commissary. 

• hOps://www.bradenton.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/
ar*cle129909889.html  

• hOp://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/blog/ncrc/tag/vick-vaporub/  
• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/j5OKcJ-KTqE   

2. “But for the Train” by Paul Smithson 
 The train played a significant role in the growth and shaping of Florida.  The first “train,”   
 basically a wheeled cart pulled on wooden rails by mules, appeared in 1834.  This mule-  
 drawn railroad transported coOon to wai*ng ships at Port Leon.  The first railroad line   
 ran from Tallahassee to Port Leon.  The first steam-powered train appeared in 1836, the   
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 Lake Wimico & St. Joseph Canal Railroad.  The train inspired hope that a great city could   
 be developed at St. Joseph, but yellow fever and a series of hurricanes thwarted those   
 efforts.  What is today St. Joe is the site of the earlier planned metropolis.  The train was   
 instrumental in the coOon, turpen*ne, and phosphate industries. 

• hOp://www.frrm.org/history/zerfas_pg1.html  
• hOp://www.frrm.org/zerfas1.html  
• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/TKdyb0h7Ogw  

3. “Soul of the Sea” by John French  1

 Florida has always been considered a tropical paradise having the longest coastline in   
 the con*guous U.S. The State of Florida is also a peninsula, which means it is surrounded 
 on three sides by water: the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlan*c Ocean, and the Straits of   
 Florida. The Florida Keys run approximately 120 miles from just north of Key Largo down   
 to Key West. Beau*ful turquoise water make it a sailing des*na*on the world over.  

• hOps://www.geographyrealm.com/interes*ng-geography-facts-about-florida/  

4. “Freedom” by Paul Smithson 
Francisco Menendez was an African captured and sold into slavery in the early 1700s.  
AEer escaping the planta*on in South Carolina, he found refuge in Fort Mose, an all-
black seOlement just north of St. Augus*ne.  He was promised freedom aEer serving to 
protect St. Augus*ne and Fort Mose from the Bri*sh.  His is a tale of bondage and 
freedom, back to bondage and then again to freedom, ul*mately establishing and 
seOling San Agus*n de la Nueva Florida, a small village in Cuba.   

• hOps://www.sun-sen*nel.com/news/fl-xpm-1993-02-14-9301090665-story.html  
• hOps://www.aaron-gustafson.com/notebook/captain-francisco-menndez-helped-

found-the-first-free-black-seOlement-in-the-us/ 
• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/LVnYgExbfwg  

5. “The Ballad of Cedar Key” by Paul Smithson 
In 1889, William CoOrell became mayor of Cedar Key.  I wouldn’t call the elec*on 
suspect, but the fact that his father was a senator, his brother owned the only store in 
town, and his later behavior only proves his ineligibility to govern anyone, the elec*on 
may not have been an elec*on aEer all.  Votes were not private either, so one might 
surmise that simple peer pressure played a role.  Anyway, he ran the town like he owned 
it, through abuse of power, violence, threats of violence, etc.  One ci*zen, a Ms. Bell, 
finally having had enough, wrote to Washington for help.  President Benjamin Harrison 
u*lized military interven*on to remove CoOrell, who escaped and fled to Montgomery, 
Alabama.  He died of gunshot during an alterca*on with the law.  

 “Soul of the Sea” and “Alligator and Ahinga” by John French, while featured as a part of the 1

program will not be included on the upcoming cd Last Train.
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• hOps://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/florida-man-terrorizes-town-forcing-
federalgovernment-step-180972757/  

• hOps://cedarkeynews.com/Archives/OLDSITE/Features/47-360.html  
• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/Id8hnXS2jI 

  
6. “Alligator and Ahinga” by John French 
 The story of the Seminole Tribe of Florida is well known. Beginning as Creek Indians   
 migrated south from the areas of what is now Alabama and Georgia in the 1700’s, the   
 tribe also included remaining aboriginal tribes from Florida and later runaway slaves. In   
 a series of wars with the United States the Seminoles were never fully defeated but were 
 decimated to a popula*on level of roughly 300 in the state of Florida. From this number   
 they have grown to a popula*on of more than 2000 jus*fiably calling themselves the   
 “Unconquered People”. 

• hOps://dos.myflorida.com/florida-facts/florida-history/seminole-history/ 

7. “Florida Cowboy” by Paul Smithson 
If it wasn’t for Hollywood, we might have an en*rely different perspec*ve of the 
American cowboy.  The first cowboys were not from Texas, but from Florida.  The caOle 
industry dates back to Ponce de Leon introducing the Andalusian breed to Florida.  It 
should also be noted that the Andalusian breed was the granddaddy of what would later 
become the Texas longhorn.  Anyway, while I grew up watching and loving and s*ll watch 
and love my cowboy heroes of the west, it is important to set things right.  This tune is a 
clear nod to Willie Nelson, a major early musical influence on me, and it’s meant with 
nothing but respect for the cowboy, both the eastern and the western versions.  It’s 
simply a maOer of who was here first.  

• hOps://tampamagazines.com/florida-cracker-cowboys-history/ 
• hOps://fcit.usf.edu/florida/lessons/cowboys/cowboys.htm  
• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/zQMFHRJvRE4  

8. “Mr. Disston” by Paul Smithson 
Hamilton Disston was a visionary, businessman, and land developer.  He basically created 
south Florida out of swampland via crea*ng canals and draining land.  He played a major 
role in reshaping the Everglades, never realizing the longer term damage as a result of 
his work.  Some of his land deals with the government were ques*onable, especially 
when could get a deal for a quarter on the dollar from the state.  He also worked with 
Henry Flagler to finish building the railroad lines down the coast.  This song takes some 
liber*es in the interest of ar*s*c license.  One report read that Disston later commiOed 
suicide, but another states he died of a heart aOack.  I don’t take a posi*on on this 
either way, but I include it only because the suicide, as a metaphor, works for what a 
state some*mes does in the name of progress and development.  
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• hOps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton_Disston   
• hOps://www.orlandosen*nel.com/news/os-xpm-2001-06-24-0106230393-

story.html  
• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/5UjFs6pCzS4  

9. “Biscayne Bay” by Paul Smithson 
 This song was inspired by a story about “Crawfish” Eddy Walker, who built the first shack 
 out in Biscayne Bay in 1933.  This shack would lead to many more being built and ending 
 up with what came to be known as S*ltsville.  The driving force, or forces, behind this   
 development was alcohol and gambling.  Apparently, being a mile offshore, S*ltsville   
 was immune from the law.  

• hOps://www.theatlan*c.com/technology/archive/2012/11/welcome-to-s*ltsville-
a-curious-collec*on-of-7-houses-a-mile-off-the-florida-coast/265559/  

10. “91 Days” by Paul Smithson 
Lawton Chiles was simply my kind of poli*cian, right down the middle.  His grassroots 
campaign, fueled by his 91 day walking trek down the state, s*ll inspires me to believe 
that someday we will have poli*cians who put the people first.  This song placed 2nd in 
the Will McLean 2019 Song Contest and was also a finalist in the 2019 Broward Folk Club 
Song Contest. 

• hOp://www.northescambia.com/2020/03/walkin-lawton-remembered-by-locals-
chilesstarted-1000-mile-journey-in-century  

• hOps://www.lawtonchilesfounda*on.org/biography  
• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/wuxVkbbz6kA 

11.“Wandering Willard” by Paul Smithson and Lindsay Stroh 
 Lindsay, aEer aOending my show that Winter Park Library, introduced me to this story   
 about Willard, former Governor Claude Kirk’s dog who had the habit of escaping and   
 strolling about town and the beach.  We exchanged emails and she forwarded some   
 informa*on and research she had completed.  I composed the lyrics and forwarded   
 them to Lindsay for review and input.  She offered some sugges*ons and clarifica*on   
 and we ended up with this final version.  I set it to music, keeping it simple as I generally   
 do, and here we have a final product.  

• hOps://www.palmbeachdailynews.com/news/20191227/duckrsquos-nest-holds-
memories-of-idyllic-palm-beach-childhood   

12.“When the Well Runs Dry” by Paul Smithson 
This song was ini*ally inspired by Cynthia BarneO’s book Mirage: Florida and the 
Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S.  Reading this book prompted me to do a liOle more 
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research, and I ul*mately ended up extending the concern over the water issue to other 
environmental concerns: responsible land development, insec*cides, over-popula*on.   

• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/uQdBm76hSh0  

13.“State of Confusion” by Paul Smithson 
This song is the result of reading Dave Barry’s Best. State. Ever.: A Florida Man Defends 
His Homeland, T. D. Allman’s Finding Florida, and any number of newspaper and online 
ar*cles about our lovably wacky state.  While I am not a na*ve Floridian, having moved 
here from New York in my mid-teens, I do consider Florida my home.  This song means 
no disrespect . . . it should be taken in the same spirit as those family stories we share 
about our crazy aunts and uncles. 

• YouTube Video: hOps://youtu.be/ccQLeyQlDjg  

Other tunes on the upcoming cd Last Train: 

“Key West Romance” by Paul Smithson 
 Well, let’s just say I was having a liOle fun with the idea of true love, romance, and   
 concept of “*l death do us part.”  Carl Tanzler (AKA Count Carl von Cosel) was a physician 
 who fell in love with a much younger pa*ent, she apparently being the ideal woman he   
 had dreamt of since childhood.  Anyway, he was unsuccessful in saving her from    
 tuberculosis.  So, driven by a warped sense of love, he stole her body from the grave and 
 lived with it for many years before being found out.  You can do your own research for   
 the more sordid details.  Why did I write this song? Blame it on a misspent youth of   
 Saturdays filled with Vincent Price and Alfred Hitchcock.   

• hOps://floridainsider.com/history/elementor-1019/  

“The Last Train Out of Fernandina” by Paul Smithson 
 When I first ran across this story, I knew I had to do something with.  As horrific as the   
 Civil War was, and even more horrific the cause, finding moments of humor in it was   
 refreshing.   This is a silly tale about confederate troops on a train outrunning union   
 troops on a boat.   

• hOps://www.frrm.org/zerfas2/  
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